2000TEST


Test Your PC Hardware for the Year-2000 Bug








Are you getting worried your PC may not survive the Year-2000 problem? Software problems are indeed a serious concern, but fortunately hardware problems are easy to test for and often simple to fix, despite the hype in a lot of recent magazines. Yes, some PCs will not correctly rollover from 1999 to 2000 when the time comes, but in many cases that is easily fixed. Check yours easily with this utility.  Originally written in 1996, the Oct 98 update adds a leap year check.








Running 2000TEST





Follow the section below that corresponds to the operating system you are using.  These instructions assume the 2000TEST program is on a floppy disk in your A: drive, so alter the instructions if you have it somewhere else.





Microsoft Windows 95:


Click the ‘Start’ button, then click ‘Run...’.


For ‘Open:’ type “a:\2000test”, where ‘a:’ is the drive your floppy disk is in.


Click on ‘OK’.


Note test results on screen.


(Alternatively, you may open a MS-DOS window and run the program per the MS-DOS instructions below.)





Microsoft Windows 3.1:


On the Program Manager menu bar, click on ‘File’ then click ‘Run...’.


For ‘Command Line:’ type “a:\2000test”, where ‘a:’ is the drive your floppy disk is in.


Click on ‘OK’.


Note test results on screen.


(Alternatively, you may open a MS-DOS window and run the program per the MS-DOS instructions below.)





MS-DOS:


Exit any menuing program until you are at the DOS prompt (usually ‘C:\>’).


Insert floppy disk with the 2000TEST program in the appropriate drive.


Type “a:\2000test”, where ‘a:’ is the drive your floppy disk is in.


Press the [Enter] key.


Note the test results on screen.








Interpretting the Test Results





2000TEST displays the results of three quick tests.  It tests whether your computer hardware can be set to a date in 2000, whether the internal clock will properly rollover from 1999 to 2000, and whether the internal clock will properly handle the leap year in February 2000.





RT clock cannot be set to 01-01-2000.





Unluckily, you have one of the minority of machines that will not be able to handle dates in the year 2000 or beyond.  Your options include internal surgery to install a new bios chip -- if you can even find one designed for your computer -- though a more practical solution may be to install a completely new motherboard with a faster and more modern processor.  Check with a specialist, though, because such upgrades can require upgrades to other parts of your computer as well, and the overall cost could ratchet out of hand.





RT clock can be set to 01-01-2000.


Century test: RT clock advances from 12-31-1999 to 01-01-1900.





Okay, not quite right, but not fatal, either.  This just means the first time your computer is turned on in the year 2000 the date will come up incorrectly.  Just reset the date and reboot.  From then on, everything should be fine.  You do not need to reset the date every day, just once after midnight on January 1, 2000, will take care of it from then on.





For an automatic fix, copy the 2000FIX.COM program to a suitable place on your hard drive and add a line in your AUTOEXEC.BAT file to run it each time your computer is turned on.  Be sure to specify the path to the location you stashed the program (for example, “C:\UTIL\2000FIX”), if necessary.





Leapyear test: RT clock advances from 02-28-2000 to 03-01-2000.





Well, this may be a bit more of a problem.  The computer will probably just need a date reset again on or after 02-29-2000.  It’s difficult to analyze this error because I have yet to come across a computer that exhibits it.  I expect the vast majority of computers won’t have this problem.





RT clock can be set to 01-01-2000.


Century test: RT clock advances from 12-31-1999 to 01-01-2000.


Leapyear test: RT clock advances from 02-28-2000 to 02-29-2000.





Congratulations, your computer hardware does not have a Year-2000 problem.  Year-2000 problems in computer software, though, are a different matter.  We have only tested the computer itself here, not the programs that you have running on your computer.  If you use programs that involve calendar dates, such as banking, accounting, or spreadsheet programs, then you should seek assurances from the companies that sold those programs as to whether or not their programs have a Year-2000 problem.
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2000TEST and 2000FIX  were written by Dan Goodell.  The programs and source code have been released into the public domain, and may be freely distributed without restriction.  The author makes no warranties or claims for suitability for your purposes.





“Hardware problems occur when a system will not accept years greater than 1999. We call this the odometer problem because it is in the hardware and not in the application code ... You can test your computer ... A number of widely available freeware programs do year 2000 tests on Pcs. These include DOSCHK from Bob Stammers, 2000Test and 2000Fix from Dan Goodell, and Year2000 from Tom Becker.”


-- Byte Magazine, July 1997





“There is a "test program" floating around the net that seems to think most PCs have a problem. Interesting that the same people who wrote that free program also have a "solution" that they *sell*. Get a second opinion. Get 2000TEST.ZIP from this forum's library. Dan Goodell (the author) is a good guy and long-time member here, and he isn't selling a Y2K fix, just a test.”


-- Paul Reid, Sysop of PC Hardware Forum, CompuServe








